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Biography


Originally from Saskatchewan, Canadian choreographer Shawn Hounsell danced professionally with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal between 1989 and 2003.  An award-winning choreographer, Shawn has created and staged pieces for numerous Canadian companies including the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Les Grands Ballet Canadiens de Montréal, Les Ballet Jazz de Montréal, Ballet British Columbia, Ballet Kelowna, Le Jeune Ballet du Québec and Festival Dance Company. Many of his duets have been performed in galas across the globe including the Prix de Lausanne Gala (Tokyo, Japan) and the Cincinnati International Gala of Ballet Stars (Cincinnati, Ohio).  In addition, his works have been performed by American companies such as Ballet Pacifica and Collage Dance Collective, as well as in Europe by the Ballet of the National Theatre of Prague. 

Projects in the tele-visual field include dance shorts for BravoFACT, choreography for the CBS mini-series The Reagans, choreographer and principal artist for the Montreal Symphony Orchestra’s live national broadcast of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with maestro Kent Nagano, and choreographer for the CBC production of the Lieutenant Governor’s Centennial Gala in the presence of HRH Queen Elizabeth II.  From 2006 – 2009, Mr. Hounsell also acted as ballet master for the extensive tour of Amjad, creation of Édouard Lock and renowned contemporary dance company LaLaLa Human Steps. 

Additionally, Shawn has worked closely with well-established Montréal dance artists such as Anne Plamondon, and since 2024 as rehearsal director for the dance company Cas Public. A sought-after teacher, adjudicator and coach, Mr. Hounsell has taught for notable professional dance training institutions such as the Arts Umbrella in Vancouver and regularly with École supérieure de ballet du Québec. Mr. Hounsell currently resides in Montréal, where he continues to pursue independent projects and freelance professionally within the dance community.
